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The School-Home Literacy Connection:
Making Your Minutes Count
David G. Hornak teaches kindergarten and first grade in the Holt School
District. He teaches Reading Recovery in the afternoon. Elisa A. Jensen
teaches first grade in the Williamston Community School District. She chairs
the K-2 Communication Arts Committee and is a member of North American
Educators of Young Children. The authors met during post-graduate work
at Central Michigan University. They would like to thank Dr. Gloria Musial
for her encouragement and support in this and many other endeavors.

ere is an instructional framework
for use with beginning readers to
develop and strengthen their
reading skills at home.
As the day begins, the first-grade students
excitedly enter the classroom and pull out
their reading bags. Pairing off into various
locations around the room, the students fill
the air with a gentle hum as they begin to read
their homework books. This is the daily routine that can be found in both authors'
classrooms. The goal of this activity is to
generate and support successful readers by
reinforcing strategy development, authentic
text, and real purpose for reading that extends
classroom instruction.
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What is a developmental
take-home reading program?
A developmental take-home reading program is a component in a balanced literacy
classroom. It is individualized instruction that
meets the children at their current reading
level and assists them by offering opportunities for additional practice and a real purpose
for reading. According to Routmann (1994)
take-home reading materials must be at the
student's easy reading level. Materials must
be interesting and motivating to the students.
This program addresses concepts of print
6

ideas that are found in a balanced literacy
classroom. It gives the learners the opportunity to challenge themselves with a new
audience and work through the various reading strategies independently to a successful
conclusion.

How is a developmental take-home
reading program implemented?
At the start of school conferences, the
teacher can take a few minutes to discuss the
new homework program with the students'
parents. A description is given of the procedures, process, and rationale for the program.
This early conference provides open dialogue
between the home and school. After individually assessing each student with a running
record and observations, the teacher can identify the easy, instructional, and hard reading
levels. Upon completion of the running
record, the student is evaluated using Clay's
(1985) concepts of print. The concepts of
print are used to identify the student's knowledge of how books work. This information
can be compiled and used as a springboard
in selecting appropriate texts for each
student's take-home reading program. With
these books, book baskets can be created from
which the students may choose their takehome reading story.
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What materials are necessary for a
take-home reading program?
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Resources

Teachers will need to have running records
and the concepts of print available as assessment tools. The use of a book bag or a pocket
folder will help protect the reading material.
A book log requiring a parent/adult signature,
a strategies checklist, and an attitude survey
should be included in the folder to support
any adult to whom the child is reading.

Clay, M. (1993) An Observation Survey.
Portsmouth, NH.; Heinemann.
Routmann, R. (1991 ). Invitations. Portsmouth, NH.: Heinemann.

How do you assess the success of a
take-home reading program?
Informal assessment can be done on a
daily basis through observation of the students during their morning reading time.
Individually, students can read their stories
to the teacher. During this time, the teacher
can complete a running record that will identify the reading level and provide direction
for the next take-home reading story. In addition, the attitude survey is sent home twice
a week with the story to give students and
parents the opportunity to reflect on the readmg process, comprehension, and reading
attitude.

The Michigan Reading Association shall comply with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the state of Michigan. It is the
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in this organization shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed or ancestry,
age sex, marital status, or disability, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in,
denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for
which the Michigan Reading Association is responsible.
The president of the Michigan Reading Association, together with the Executive Committee,
shall ensure that federal and state regulations are complied with and that any complaints are dealt
with promptly in accordance with the law.
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FLIPCHARTS

Content Area Bookmarks Effective
reading strategies at your fingertips -just tuck
these information packed cards into your lesson
plan book for practical easy-to-use techniques.

The ABC's of Reading Strategies
for Volunteers A quick "how-to" guide

©1991, 18 4xll cards, K-12;

$6.00

Supplemental Strategies Content
Area Bookmarks II More learning
and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate
how to put current research into instructional
practice. ©1998, 16 4xl 1 cards, K-12;

$8.00
Special - Content Area
Bookmarks I & II Set of each of
the above strategies, $12.00

State of Reading Basal Bookmarks Not just for basals - a must have for
literature and nonfiction. Reference cards
loaded with teaching tips from Karen Wixsom,
Scott Paris, Beau Fly Jones, Laura Roehler, and
more. ©1988, 26 4xll cards, K-12;

Writing Bookmarks

$4.50

Ideas for helping
students effectively use the writing process to
produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education
Early Literacy Committee. ©1998,
27 4xl 1 cards, K-12;

for volunteers and tutors. Designed for the
layman, this flipchart offers a variety of ideas
to help your volunteers and tutors be more
effective and informed.

$3.00

English Language Arts Content
Standards and Working Draft
Benchmarks A handy guide to the
Michigan English Language Arts Content
Standards, adopted by the State Board of
Education in July 1995, and the curriculum
frameworks which contain the standards.
Every teacher should have one in anticipation
of MEAP 2001.

$3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know
About Early Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise
explanations to common questions concerning
early literacy programs. Issues covered include
components of a quality program, phonics
instruction, writing process, and invented
spelling along with practice tips on how
parents can help their child achieve success in
school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997;

New! A View Inside

Come inside the
schools and classrooms of eleven educators as
they share their stories. Best practices are
shared for first grade classrooms through
University teacher education courses. These
practices offer classroom-based examples that
enable all students to achieve Michigan's ELA
content standards. 1999

$12.00

Linking - Developing Strategic
Readers and Writers in the Primary
Classroom Link your classroom experiences
to current research and practice. Based on the
work of Regie Routman and Marie Clay, topics
include developmental awareness and strategies
for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading
Recovery Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff, ©1993,
Revised 1998, 91 pages;

$10.00

Literacy Assessment - A Position
Statement Eleven standards guide educators
toward quality assessment practices. The
standards address such issues as balance,
equity, student self-assessment and assessment
purposes. ©1996, 34 pages, K-12;

$4.00

$2.00

$8.00
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